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Premises of a sound educational program

Basic educational premises which guide District decisions:

1.

2.

The most important skill to learn is the ability to think. Rational/critical thinkers have always been
needed, and this skill is even more important in our rapidly changing and complex society.

All students can increase their thinking ability and intelligence. The various intelligences students have,
if stimulated and used in a systematic way, will increase students’ ability to learn and think.

People must and can learn how to be continuous learners. As the problems of society change, people
must be able to see and implement creative solutions. People need to know how to analyze and select
the ever-growing information produced in the technology era.

Training the mind is important, but without a strong set of values based in a belief in the sacredness of
all life, the necessity to protect the environment, and the values inherent in a democratic society,
thinking skills will not be well used and in fact could be misused.

People learn best in an atmosphere of trust where risk taking is encouraged and failure is viewed as a
natural part of the learning process.

People learn at different rates and in different ways. Schools must provide a broad range of educational
approaches so that each student will have access to the learning environment or situation that best serves
his or her needs and talents.

Learning is intricately linked to relationships and community. Schools must act as catalysts in
supporting and sustaining the vitality and rural nature of our community.

Mission statement

These educational premises lead to the following mission statement:

In order to prepare students to be active, participating citizens in our society and the world, and to provide
them with the ability to work toward their vision of a more positive future, we will:
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provide opportunities for student involvement in the decision-making process;

develop an awareness of the political, ecological, and ethical issues of economics;

encourage global awareness and knowledge of other countries and cultures;

instill an awareness and relationship to the student’s own community and the future of that community;
develop awareness of the student’s relationship to the natural environment and human community;
assist each student to explore and realize his/her creative potential;

develop basic competency in reading, writing, and mathematical computation;

create an awareness of the student’s place in history;

teach the structure and function of government and the duties and rights of citizens;

. provide physical fitness training and health instruction;

. provide the opportunities for a student to become proficient in a foreign language;

. present career and vocational educational information and opportunities;

. offer students opportunities to be conversant and comfortable in the world of technology;

. educate students in critical thinking skills, problem-solving, and in a rational process of decision-

making.



